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Easter 4 
May 11, 2025 

Service of Holy Communion 
ELW — Setting 4

PRELUDE          Sara Johnson, organ 
Pastorale on Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us    Dale Wood 
Prelude on the Tune ST. COLUMBA (The King of Love My Shepherd Is) Raymond H. Haan 
The Day of Resurrection (ELLACOMBE)     Flor Peeters 

The assembly stands.  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presideing minister begins. 
P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P God of Mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us from our sin to live 
for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that, attentive to your Word, we may confess our 
sins, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P Gracious God, 
C have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things 
done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in newness of 
life, to the honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
P Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. 
C Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN  The Day of Resurrection ELW 361 

GREETING   

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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KYRIE (S 147) 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

A brief silence 
O God of peace, you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great shepherd of 
the sheep. By the blood of your eternal covenant, make us complete in everything good that we 
may do your will, and work among us all that is well-pleasing in your sight, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
C     Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
FIRST READING   Acts 9:36-43 
Dorcas was a faithful and devoted woman of charity in the community of Joppa. Her kindness and her work with 
clothing were well-known, especially to the widows in town. When she fell ill and died, Peter raised her back to life 
through the power of prayer. 
36 Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. She 
was devoted to good works and acts of charity. 37 At that time she became ill and died. When 
they had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. 38 Since Lydda was near Joppa, the 
disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the request, “Please come 
to us without delay.” 39 So Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took him 
to the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other 
clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them. 40 Peter put all of them outside, and 
then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she 
opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. 41 He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then 
calling the saints and widows, he showed her to be alive. 42 This became known throughout 
Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. 43 Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a 
certain Simon, a tanner. 
 Reader  The word of the Lord.  Response   Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 23 

 1 The Lord | is my shepherd; 
  I shall not | be in want. 
 2 The Lord makes me lie down | in green pastures 
  and leads me be- | side still waters. 
 3 You restore my | soul, O Lord, 
  and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake. 
 4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.  
 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 
 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the | Lord forever. 
   
SECOND READING      Revelation 7:9-17 
Christ is the shepherd who leads his faithful to springs of the water of life. Christ is also the lamb who vanquishes 
sin and suffering. 
9 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, 
from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, 
robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 10 They cried out in a loud voice, saying, 
 “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 
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11 And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and 
they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 singing, 
 “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 
 and thanksgiving and honor 
 and power and might 
 be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 
  13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where have 
they come from?” 14 I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are 
they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb. 
 15 For this reason they are before the throne of God, 
  and worship him day and night within his temple, 
  and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 
 16 They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 
  the sun will not strike them, 
  nor any scorching heat; 
 17 for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, 
  and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 
 and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 
Reader  The word of the Lord.  Response  Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Alleluia      S 151a 

GOSPEL       John 10:22-30  
P The holy gospel according to John. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
Jesus responds to questions about his identity with the remarkable claim that he and the Father are one. Those who 
understand this are his sheep; they hear his voice, follow, and will never be snatched from his hand. 
22 At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and Jesus was 
walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 24 So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, 
“How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” 25 Jesus answered, “I 
have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name testify to me; 26 but 
you do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. 27 My sheep hear my voice. I know them, 
and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out 
of my hand. 29 What my Father has given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the 
Father’s hand. 30 The Father and I are one.” 
 
The gospel concludes: 
P The Gospel of the Lord.   
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Please sit. 
SERMON       Pastor Karen Husby 

Please stand. 
HYMN OF THE DAY   Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us ELW 789 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God,  the Father, the Almighty,  maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally  
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;  through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit 
and the virgin Mary and became truly human.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;   
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his  
kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son,  who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spo-
ken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of 
the dead,  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or used as 
appropriate. 

A   God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the 
world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

You guide your people to the waters of life. Make your church a nourishing place for all who 
are thirsty for hope and healing. Renew us in the waters of baptism, and send us forth as signs 
of your love. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You tend to the earth, sustaining life in all places. Revive fragile ecosystems and restore species 
in danger of extinction. Teach us new ways of living in balance and harmony with our non-
human neighbors. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You lead all peoples along right pathways. Grant wisdom and compassion to judges, lawyers, 
mediators, and legal advocates. Dismantle systems of mass incarceration, empower processes 
of restorative justice, and encourage all who strive for healing in our communities. Watch over 
those serving in our military, police and fire departments. Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great. 
You wipe the tears from every eye. Tend to all who struggle with anxiety or depression, 
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loneliness, or despair. Enfold all who are in any need in your shepherding care especially Pat 
McIntyre, Charles Parks, John Schoffstall and family, Samantha Manning, Pastor Bob 
Swanson, Nate VanSell and those we lift up to you now, either out loud or silently before 
you…(pause). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
This Mother’s Day, bless mothers, grandmothers, and all who offer mothering care. Come 
close to those whose relationships with their families are difficult, and console all who grieve 
the loss of mother figures or the loss of children. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

You are the source of everlasting life. In deep gratitude for all your saints, we rejoice in the 
joy and hope of the resurrection made known to us in Jesus, your beloved child. Hear us, O 
God. 
P We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always 
with us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 
C Amen. 
 
PEACE   
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
The ministers and congregation may greet one another with a gesture of peace, using these or similar 
words: 
Peace be with you. 
 
Please sit.  
OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY MUSIC       Trinity Choir  
 Touch that Soothes and Heals  Gregg DeMey, arr. Thomas Keesecker 
        Text by Mary Louise Bringle 
 
Please stand. 

OFFERING SONG  Create in Me a Clean Heart    ELW 186  
 
PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace along with these gifts we 
bring. Come among us again, breathe your life into us, and enliven us with this meal, 
that we may live as your risen body in the world. 
C     Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (S 152) 
 

 

THE PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn 
 

SANCTUS (Holy, Holy (S 153) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

9 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your 
glory. You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 
but have eternal life.  
 We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all 
things for our salvation. In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 
of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
 

P Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his glorious 
resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 
not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your 
Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all 
who share in the body and blood of Christ 
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 
may be formed to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 
  
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 
C Amen, amen, amen. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread;  and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us;  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P  Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life.  

Please sit. 

 
LAMB OF GOD (S154) 
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COMMUNION HYMNS 
  Sing with All the Saints in Glory     ELW 426 
  The King of Love My Shepherd Is     ELW 502 
  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling     ELW 631  
 
Please stand. 
TABLE BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C Amen 
 
POST COMMUNION CANTICLE       Thankful Heart and Voices Raise  ELW 207 
 

 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A Living One, in this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send us now to tell of 
your wonders, sing of your glory, and proclaim your risen life to a wounded and weary world. 
C Amen 
Silence for reflection. 
 
Please be seated. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please stand. 
BLESSING 
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P The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, 
light your way with resurrection dawn, now and always. 
C Amen. 

SENDING HYMN      For All Your Saints, O Lord ELW 427 

DISMISSAL 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C         Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!  
P         Go in peace. In Chr ist you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
C Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
P Growing in Grace, 
C Sharing Christ’s Love 

POSTLUDE  

Christ lag in Todesbanden, BWV 625 (ELW 370) Johann Sebastian Bach 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 





READER
Easter 4

•	 Today is the 4th Sunday of Easter.
•	 In Easter, we remember the ministry of Jesus.
•	 The season of Easter reminds us that Jesus’ ministry does not end with  

his death!

Count the Crosses

Giving of their Talents
Just like Tabitha gave of her gifts to her community, many people at your 
church give their gifts to make today’s worship experience great. Look at the 
pictures below and circle the scene if you see people in worship using their 
gifts in these ways. 

TOTAL NUMBER 
OF CROSSES:How could you share your gifts in church today?

 

 

Someone playing a 
musical instrument

Someone reading out loud

Someone giving offering

Someone singing

Someone preaching
Someone dancing
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Did you know that the Bible promises 
some wonderful things for you? In today’s 
memory verse, we find out that both 
goodness and mercy will follow us all the 
days of our lives. Color in these words about 
goodness and mercy.

Cool Clothing
Today’s Bible story is about a woman named Tabitha. She was famous for 
making beautiful clothes like tunics, cloaks, and robes. Using inspiration from 
Tabitha and her work, design an extravagant outfit on the figure below. How 
can you use a unique talent to help people? Write your idea below:

What Peter Got From Jesus

Today’s memory verse comes from one of the 
most well-known psalms. Do you know the rest 
of it? Look up Psalm 23 (Hint: Flip to about the 

middle of your Bible to find the book of Psalms) to 
see if you’ve heard it before. If so, can you say it 

by heart?

Look It Up!

Memory Verse

“Surely GOODNESS 
and MERCY shall 

follow me all the 
days of my life, 

and I shall dwell 
in the house 

of the LORD my 
whole life long.” 

-Psalm 23:6
In today’s lesson, Peter received 
a pretty awesome gift from Jesus. 
Through the power of Jesus, 
Peter was able to bring a woman 
named Tabitha back to life! What 
are some gifts that your friends 
have given you? Was it a cool 
toy? Or a warm hug? Maybe a 
friend showed you how to play 
chess or taught you what it means 
to be loyal. Draw the gift that your 
friend gave you in this gift box.

MY TALENT: 

 

HOW I CAN USE MY TALENT 
TO HELP OTHERS: 




